' Approved For Release 2003/08/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R015600590002-7 ~
AD :
oh ,
res a5
B \\g'\/qi,
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

CLASSIFICATION SECRET

25X1
|NFORMM|UN REF{JRT REPORT NO. 25X1

CD NO.

COUNTRY  Austria DATE DISTR. 22 December 1952

SUBJECT Miscelleneous Information on the Vienna NO. OF PAGES »
Peace Congress

oy A om0y
DATE OF " s . g LN ;mé‘“ NCLS.
25XINFO. é-ﬁud d E L w 5 Li‘57§ BELOW)
CE ) SUPPLEMENT TO
2 UiRED : DO NOT CIRCULATE Reroms el

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793

AND 79%, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSHISSION OR REVE- THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION X
LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS 25X1
VFUHIB\TEP BY LAW, THE REPRODUCTION OF TH!S FORM ’_SA PROH‘|'§|TEB- :

1, The morale of the Peace Congress delegates is sinking rapldly. This has been
demongtrated by the poor attendance at the meetings. Isabelle Blume's speech
on 15 Decem‘per was dellvered to a hall two-thirds empty. In view of complaints
from the delegates that all speephes are alike, with no concrete solutions
being suggested,Blume urged the immedlate formation of committees to discuss
ggenda points. There was consternation sméng the delegates because the
committees had not been choden by 15 December ; the fourth day of the Congress.

2, On 15 Deceubeér, thg leaders of the British and French delegationg informed
the president that their groups might leave early in view of thé disappointment
caused by ’q_\he absence.of constructive Y‘«TOI‘!i. Blume tried to excuse the

repetitioukspsaches by describing them as urgently needed eye-witnegss asccounts
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of the real world situation. She also pleaded for better attendance of the
neetiﬁgs. On the preceding day, 1k December, the congress hall haa also been
two~thirds empty and a painful sllence occurred when three speakers falled
to answer the call to the rostrum.

On 13 December, after the pafade, a violgnt discussion took place betWeen
members of the Vienna Peace Council and leaders of the Peace Congress because
of the small numbers of iarchers° An unidentified Vienna Peace Council member
called the Prague World Peace Council headquarters trylng to explain the

poor parade and admitted that the orgenization had been inefficient.

Many delegates, particularly from the satellite states, have been buying

Swiss watches 1n Vienna, Three stores in Vienna IV, Wiedner Hauptstrasse,
were sold out the first night of the Congress. On 16 December the delegates
were Instructed not to buy anything since the Peace Congress was not designed
asia shopping trip.

Many Peace Congress expenses are financed directly by the Soviet Military Benk
in Vienna. An estimate by the Vienna Peace Council of local. costs alone amaumté
to 10,000,000 schillings, Thig includes 1,500,000 schillings for making a film
of the Congress, the same amount for the delegates! room and board, over
1,000,000 for telephone and cable expenses, and over 5,000,000 for travel
expenses. This does not include amounts. paid by the various natiOnal peace
councils, such as the delegates' per diem, which amounts to as much as $ 20

in the case of the Indian delegation.

Congress banners were defaced in the Soviet gector during the night of

9 December. The International Union of Soecialist Youth masiled and delivered
anti-commmnist leaflets to the delegates at their hotels. !The leafletg were
hidden inside copies of the Vienna communist paper Der Abend. -Another leaflet
of unknown origin is circulating smong the delegates which attacks the false

peace of the Communists.
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